ENGL 5355 Studies in Comparative Literature: Theories, Methods, and Issues Spring 2019 
Section 001 Instructor: Dr. Yuan Shu 

English Building 202 Office: English Building 465 

Thursday 9:30-12:20p.m. Office Hours: TR: 2:00-3:30p.m. & 

Blackboard 9: http://www.depts.ttu.edu/lms/ by Appointment 

V-mail: 806-834-8810 E-mail: yuan.shu(a)ttu.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course investigates Comparative Literature not only as a discipline but also as methods and 
critical theory. We begin by examining the history and the changing definitions of Comparative 
Literature in relation to Area Studies and American Studies in U.S. higher education on the one 
hand, and also by focusing on the paradigm shifts from the European and American models to the 
multicultural and postcolonial ones during the past three decades on the other. Specifically, we 
explore the debate on Comparative Literature as world literature, the connection between 
Comparative Literature and globalization studies, and the new critical role that translation theory 
has played in infonning and reshaping the discipline. We conclude by rethinking comparative 
studies in relation to new modes of reading that vary from “surface reading” to “distant reading” 
and by reimagining our humanity and post-humanity against the background of the rise of the rest 
and the post-American world. 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

David Damrosch, World Literature in Theory 
Ben Fountain, Billy Lynn’s Long Half-time Walk 
Mohsin Hamid, The Reluctant Fundamentalist 
David Harvey, Space of Global Capitalism 

Ben Hutchinson, Comparative Literature: a Very Short Introduction 
Paul Jay, Global Matters: The Transnational Turn in Literary Studies 
Franco Moretti, Graphs, Maps, Trees 

REQUIREMENTS: 

You are expected to write five short response papers (4-5 pages), present on reading materials and 
at a mini conference, and finish one final research paper (14-15 pages). 

ATTENDANCE: 

You may have one absence. Each additional absence will affect your course grade by one third of 
a letter grade. 

OBSERVANCE OF A RELIGIOUS HOLY DAY: 

A student will be excused from attending classes or other required activities, including 
examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day and the time necessary to travel for this 
observance. The student will not be penalized for the absence and will be permitted to take an 
exam or complete an assignment missed during the excused absence. No prior notification of the 
instructor is required. 
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DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION: 

Texas Tech University is committed to the principle that in no aspect of its programs shall there 
be differences in the treatment of persons because of race, creed, national origin, age, sex, or 
disability, and that equal opportunity and access to facilities shall be available to all. If you require 
special accommodations in order to participate, please contact me at 742-2501. Students should 
present appropriate verification from Access TECH in the office of the Dean of Students. No 
requirement exists that accommodations be made prior to completion of this approved university 
process. 

OUTCOME AND ASSESSMENT: 

By taking this course, you should develop a clear sense of the emergence and development of 
Comparative Literature in U.S. higher education. You should also have a good understanding of 
the different theoretical debates and approaches to the study of global literature. Class discussions, 
short response papers, mini conference presentations, and the final research paper are designed 
specifically to assess what you have learned and how well you can apply critical notions to the 
diverse texts of global literature. 


CLASS SCHEDULE: 

Week One 1/14-1/18 

R 1/17 Introduction: Course Objectives and Methods 


Week Two 1/21-1/25 

R 1/24 What Is Comparative Literature? 

Bassnet, “What Is Comparative Literature Today?” 
Bassnet, “How Comparative Literature Came into Being” 
Hutchinson, “Metaphors of Reading” 

Jay, “The Transnational Turn in Literary Studies” 

Shih, “Global Literature and Technologies of Recognition” 


Week Three 
R 1/31 


Week Four 
R 2/7 


1/28-2/1 

Comparative Literature and World Literature 

Owen, “Stepping Forward and Back: Issues and Possibilities for ‘World’ 
Poetry” 

Lionnet, “Universalisms and Francophonies” 

Mufti, “Orientalism and the Institution of World Literature” 

Apter, “Against World Literature” 

Spivak and Damrosch, “Comparative Literature/World Literature: a 
Discussion” 

Response Paper I 

214-21% 

Comparative Literature and World Literature 

Goethe, “Conversations with Lchermann on Weltliteratur” 

Tagore, “World Literature” 
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Week Five 
R 2/14 


Week Six 
R 2/21 


Week Seven 
R 2/28 


Week Eight 
R 3/7 


Casanova, “Literature as a World” 

Said, “Traveling Theory” 

Lopes, “Global Cinema, World Cinema” 

2/11-2/15 

Comparative Literature: American Literature as World Literature 

Behdad, “What Can American Studies and Comparative Literature Learn 
from Each Other” 

Giles, “The Deterritorialization of American Literature” ( WLIT) 

Dimock, “Introduction: Planet and America, Set and Subset” 

Palumbo-Liu, “Atlantic to Pacific: James, Todorov, Blackmur, and 
Intercontinental Form” 

Zhang, “Epilogue: the Changing Concept of World Literature” 

Response Paper II 

2/18-2/22 

Comparative Literature and Globalization 

Jay, “Difference, Multiculturalism, and the Globalizing of Literary Studies” 
Jay, “What Is Globalization?” 

Jay, “Economics, Cultures, and the Politics of Globalization” 

Jay, “Border Studies: Remapping the Locations of Literary Study” 
Hutchinson, “History and Heroes” 

2/25-3/1 

Comparative Literature and Globalization 

Spivak, “Imperative to Re-imagine the Planet” 

Spivak, “Planetarity” 

Mignolo, “The Geopolitics of Knowledge and the Colonial 
Difference” 

Hutchinson, “Disciplines and Debates” 

Limon, “Border Literary History, Globalization, and Critical Regionalism” 

Response Paper III 

3/4-3/8 

Theory and Practice I 

Harvey, “Freedom Is Another Word.. 

Harvey, “Freedom’s Prospect” 

Fountain, Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk 


Have a Great Spring Break! 

Week Nine 3/18-3/22 

R 3/21 Comparative Literature and Translation 

Bassnett, “From Cultural Turn to Translational Turn: A Transnational 
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Week Ten 
R 3/28 


Week Eleven 
R 4/4 


Week Twelve 
R 4/11 

Week Thirteen 
R 4/18 


Week Fourteen 
R 4/25 


Week Fifteen 
R 5/2 

R 5/9 


Journey ( WLIT) 

Derrida and Prenowitz, “Who or What Is Compared? The Concept of 

Comparative Fiterature and the Theoretical Problems of Translation” 
Dimock, “Planetary Time and Global Translation” 

Apter, “Nature into Data” 

Spurlin, “The Gender and Queer Politics of Translation: New Approaches” 
3/25-3/29 

Comparative Literature and New Theory 

Moretti, Graphs, Maps, Trees: Abstract Models for a Literary History 
Moretti, “Network Theory, Plot Analysis” 

Best and Marcus, “Surface Reading: an Introduction” 

Response Paper IV 

4/1-4/5 

Comparative Literature and New Theory 

Niekerk, “The Legacies of Friedrich Kittler” 

Gitelman, “Something New” 

Ross, “Digital Modernism as Method” 

McPherson, “Introduction: Media Studies and Digital Humanities” 

Buell, “Ecoglobalist Affects: The Emergence of U.S. Environmental 
Imagination on a Planetary Scale” 

4/8-4/12 
Research Day 

4/15-4/19 

Theory and Practice II 

Harvey, “Uneven Geographical Development” 

Hamid, The Reluctant Fundamentalist 

Response Paper V 

4/22-4/26 

Comparative Literature and the Future of Literary Studies 

Hutchinson, “The Futures of Comparative Literature” 

Apter, “A New Comparative Literature” 

Spivak, “Rethinking Comparativism” 

Kreitz, “Looking Backward: Print and Digital Futures of the Humanities 
Ziser and Sze, “Climate Change, Environmental Aesthetics, and Global 
Environmental Justice Cultural Studies” 

4/29-5/3 

Mini Conference 

Final Paper Due on Blackboard (7:30-10:00 a.m.) 
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